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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-367
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Schellenberg, Bishop, Gulliford, Boyer, Crescimbeni, Lumb, Love and Daniels
Date of Introduction: May 28, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: First reading emergency – no committee references
Date of Analysis: May 28, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code waiver; emergency action request
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $75,000 from the Special Council Operating Reserve fund for the purpose of hiring a legislative counsel to assist the City Council in its legislative duties by providing additional legal insight and advice in addition to the services provided by the Office of General Counsel.  The bill waives the provisions of Ordinance Code Section 108.505 (Special counsels) to allow the City Council’s Executive Committee to select a legislative counsel and refer that selection to the full Council for approval of the   engagement. The bill requests emergency action in order to procure the services of legislative counsel for immediate review of a pending legal settlement issue that is the subject of an ordinance on the Council’s agenda.
Background Information: Section 7.201 of the City Charter provides that the City Council may create an office of legislative counsel within the legislative branch to advise and assist the Council and its committees in their legislative work and to perform such other duties for the council as it may direct.  Ordinance Code Section 108.505 establishes the procedures by which the General Counsel selects outside legal counsel when necessary; the bill waives that provision so that the City Council may make the selection of its legislative counsel directly.
Policy Impact Area: City Council legal counsel
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $75,000 from the Special Council Operating Reserve fund
Analyst: Clements
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